
Pastor’s page: “O Come all ye Faithful….New Year 2018” 

      Where are the young families in our parish? In 2015, the Center for Applied Research in 
the Apostolate, in their report on “The Catholic Family” produced some important 
statistics. Only 22% of Catholic families attend mass weekly in the United States. Only 
21% of Catholic parents have their children enrolled in religious education in their 
parishes. Most of these young couples, now with children, were prepared for marriage in a 
pre-Cana ministry like we have here at St. Kilian. But it’s a challenge to follow up with 
them after they are married. The baptism of their children provides an opportunity to meet 
them again in preparation classes. But we don’t have any mandated programs like the pre-
Cana program that offers instruction for expectant parents.  

      Between 180 and 200 Second Graders receive their first holy Communion each year at 
St. Kilian. But we do not see them and their families in church, except on special occasions 
when we feature second or third or fourth graders through religious education, at our 9:30 
AM family centered mass. Where are they? Where are the parents who ought to be 
bringing them to the Eucharist each weekend?  

      Mass attendance statistics in major metropolitan areas like our own  is worse than the 
national statistics. The fact is that only 15% of registered Catholics attend mass with any 
regularity here on Long Island and in the Northeast. At St. Kilian, 200 children received 
their first communion this past May, 2017. Consequently, a total of 25 or 30 of these 
children can be seen, but spread over our six parish weekend masses!  

       With 80 million believers, Roman Catholics are the largest religious denomination in 
the United States. We ought to have nearly 110 million Catholics, but more than 30 million 
baptized Catholics no longer consider themselves Catholic, and do not identify themselves 
as Catholic when surveys are done. They are unaffiliated, not connected to any religious 
organization. Why have they turned away? Who is reaching out to them invitationally? 
Another challenge. 

         5300 Catholic families have taken the time to fill out a census and registered in our 
parish. If each family consists of four members on average, then we ought to have, with 
hundred percent attendance, 20,000 people attending weekend mass here. This has never 
happened in US church history. Even at the heyday of Catholicism in the 1950s, Catholics 
came to mass 80% of the time. Today, since 15% of that number worship with us, we have 
between 2000 and 2500 people in total on an average weekend. 

      When confronted with the enormity of evil and the grief that accompanies the death of 
innocent children, or the tragic terrorist attack on 9/11, people look to their local churches 
and synagogues for consolation and meaning. In the mass killing at Newtown, Connecticut 
a few years ago, 20 first-graders, aged 6-7, were massacred along with six of their teachers. 



       All the victims’ families went to their churches and synagogue for healing support and for 
religious services. None of them said to themselves on that occasion, “I am spiritual but not 
religious.” Religious affiliation, religious practice, and religion in general seem to be on a 
downward slope in our nation and the industrial world. But statistics show that in the 
United States 80% of people still claim to belong to a religious faith. In Britain, it is 75%. 

         In a New York Times article a few years ago, the chief Rabbi of London, Rabbi 
Jonathan Sacks, expressed the opinion that religion has survived thousands of years 
because human beings are naturally compassionate. When we are in trouble we seek out 
others to support and be supported. Sacks theorizes why religion has survived and why it 
will be needed in the future. “It strengthens and speeds up the slow track. It reconfigures our 
neural pathways, turning altruism into instinct, through the rituals we perform, the texts we 
read and the prayers we pray. It remains the most powerful community builder the world has 
known. Religion binds individuals into groups through habits of altruism, creating 
relationships of trust strong enough to defeat destructive emotions.” 

            We need a church because God is the heart of our gathering. “Where two or more 
are gathered in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  Practicing our faith regularly, 
‘reconfigures our neural pathways’, so that when the inevitable sufferings of life come our 
way we can find inner strength from God himself, and the support we need from his Body, 
the church. 

Happy New Year 2018! Come to Mass! Invite a friend!  Peace, Father Bruce 

 


